Eudynamys scolopacea
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Asian Koel (Common Koel)
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Morphological characteristics: 41-45 cm length and 54-60 cm wing-
span. A large cuckoo with heavy yellow-green bill, red eyes, short and broad
wings, and long and broad round-ended tail. Sexes dissimilar with no seasonal
variation. Adult male entirely black with blue gloss. Female dark brown above,
heavily spotted grey-white on cap and body and barred buff or rufous on
flight-feathers and tail; underparts whitish with dense brown streaks on chin,
throat, and breast, and bold barring on rest of underparts. Juvenile male dull
blackish, juvenile female black on head, upperparts, breast, and bill.
Biological characteristics: Prefers open woodland, groves, gardens,
orchards, and thickets; also trees and parksin villages and towns. Flight straight
and direct with rapid wing-beats, resembling hawks. Silent and unobtrusive,
hiding among cover. Feeds mainly on fruits, berries, caterpillars, and other
arthropods, female also feeds on eggs. A nest-parasite, laying eggs in nest of
House Crow Corvus splendens and Large-billed Crow C. macrorhynchos, colour
of young resembles that of the host.

Distribution and abundance: A vagrant to Iran, with singles observed in
the southeast and on Qeshm Island and Hengam Island in Persian Gulf.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Tytonidae
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Order: Strigiformes
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Tyto alba
Barn Owl
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Morphological characteristics: 33-35 cmlength and 85-93 cm wing-span.
A medium-sized owl, with slender body; long legs and wings, white underparts,
dark eyes, and strikingly heart-shaped face. Sexes greatly similar with no seasonal
variation. Adult with golden buff upperparts and upper wing-coverts, marked
by freckled grey feather-tips. Underparts and underwing silky-white; often
with some yellow-buff tinge on breast and flanks, especially in female. Flight-
feathers and tail pale golden-buff, marked with narrow freckled grey bars; eyes
black, prominent in white facial disk. Legs covered with white feathers, toes
with bristles. Juvenile covered in white down when in nest, but resembling adult
when fledging.

Biological characteristics: Inhabits open woodland, orchards, plantations,
old trees, barns, and houses amidst farmland and fields, and similar open terrain
where mice and shrews can be hunted in low flight. Solitary, defending territories
singly or in pairs outside breeding season. Active only at night, hiding in daylight
in holes in trees, walls, rocks, or under roofs; quite inconspicuous, though
uttering queer and hissing sounds at night in breeding season. Hunting flight
usually low; slow; and wavering, but noticeably buoyant with legs extended or
sometimes dangling. Very powerful hunter, preying mainly on small mammals,
but also on small birds, lizards, toads, and frogs. Breeding starts February to
March. Monogamous, sometimes polygamous (one male and two females). No
special nest made, eggs laid on layer of old pellets and prey-remains in natural or
artificial hole. Usual clutch 4-7, sometimes 2-12, long sub-elliptical to elliptical
white eggs, 39.7x31.6 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 27-34 days. Chicks, downy
and altricial, fledge at S0-55 days, independent soon after. Probably 2-3 clutches
laid annually when prey abundant.

Distribution and abundance: Apparently a scarce resident in much of
northern, western and south of Iran.

Conservation status: Listed in protected species of Iran and is of
conservation values.




